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PSALM xxxvi. 8 


Hor excellent is thy 8 0 Cod ! 
Therefore the Children of Men put their T ruſt 
under the Fane of thy Wings. 


T* holy Scripture not only ſupplies us. 
with the nobleſt Subjects, that can be 
offered to our Contemplation, (namely) the 
glorious Perfections of the eternal God, His 
wonderful Works of Creation and Providence, 
but alſo acquaints us, that we ourſelves are the 
Objects of His Care and Love; that He, whoſe 
Glory is above the Heavens, beholds with kind 
Regard and tender Pity the ſrail Inhabitants of 

the Earth; and hath been pleaſed moſt graci- 
ouſly to declare, that, as many as obey His 
Laws, and ſerve him faithfully, He will be their 
God and Faule, therr Support and Strength for 
ever. 


Of the Attributes (or Perfections) of God, 
that, which naturally engages our firſt Atten- 
tion, is His Almighty Power, The vaſt and 


Ay 
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ſtupendous Fabric of the Univerfe, which He 
created, and continually upholdeth, is the glo- 
rious Monument of His Omnipotency. The 
inviſible Things of Him, (ſaith the Apoſtle) even 
His eternal Power and Godhead, are clearly ſeen 
from the Creation of the World. And the Pro- 
phet Jeremiah ſaith, Behold, thou haſt made the 
Heaven and the Earth by thy great Power and 


g ſtretched- out Arm ; and there is nothing too hard 
q . for thee, 


Since we are well aſſured that the great Crea- 
tor is no leſs good than powerful, the Idea of 
His irreſiſtible Power (which might have over- 
whelmed us with Terrour) becomes a natural 
Foundation of Delight and Joy. Being con- 
vinced that the unlimited Power of God 1s 
perpetually employed in maintaining the good 
Order of the World; ſupporting and proteQ- . 
ing thoſe, who obey His righteous Laws; and 
promoting their real Happineſs ; we have the 
| utmoſt Reaſon to rejoice in Him. The Eyes of 
ö the Lord, (ſaith the Pſalmiſt) run to and fro 
throughout the Earth, to ſhow Himſelf ſtrong in 
the Behalf of thoſe, whoſe Hearts are perfect to- 
wards Him, Truſt ye in the Lord for ever, 
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{ſaith the Prophet Iſaiah) for in the Lord Feho- 
vah ts everlaſting Strength. He hath both the 
Power and the Will to do'exceeding abundantly 
for us, more than we can aſk or think. 

Every Part of the wide Creation, that comes 
within our Notice, exhibiteth illuſtrious Marks 
of Divine Beneficence. The Lord is good to 
all; and His tender Mercy is over all His Works, 
He provideth both for Man and Beaſt. Accord- 
ingly (in the poetical Language of the Pſalmiſt) 
the Brutes are repreſented as looking up to 
| God, the common Parent of all, and expecting 
their Food from His bountiful Hand, But 
much more is His Goodneſs manifeſted towards 
the human Race. He hath made us a noble 
Order of Beings, endowed with wonderful Fa- 
culties, and capable of various exalted Plea- 
ſures. And, although in the preſent imperfect 
and ſinful State of Mankind, many Sorrows fall 
to our Lot, ſtill we can ſee numberleſs un- 
doubted Tokens of the Goodneſs of God ; and 
have ſuch Experience of His Favour, as may 
well lead us to conclude, that He is no leſs kind 
and merciful in the Appointment of Afflictions, 
than when He ſhowers down upon us His more 
immediate Bleſſings. 
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When we conſider the glorious End, for 
which we are created ;—the immortal State of 
Perfection and Happineſs, which we are capa- 
ble of attaining to; Wonder and Gratitude _ 
- muſt fill our Hearts, and elevate our Souls. 
Inſpired with ſuch Hopes, we have indeed 
great Reaſon to rejoice. Grve Thanks unto the 
Lord, (faith the Pſalmiſt) for He is good ;—for 
His Mercy endureth for ever. Becauſe thy Loving- 
kindneſs is better than Life, therefore my Lips ſhall 
Fraiſe thee, Thus will I bleſs thee, whilſt I live ; 
and will lift up my Hands in thy Name. Whom 
have J in Heaven, but thee? and there is none up- 
on Earth, that I deſire, in Compariſon of thee. 
How excellent is thy Loving-kindneſs, O God | 
Therefore the Children of Men put their Truſt 
under the Shadow of thy Wings. They ſhall be 
ſatisfied with the Fatneſs of thy Houſe : and thou 
ſhalt make them drink of the River of thy Plea- 
fures. In thy Preſence is Fulneſs of Joy ; and 
at thy right Hand there are Pleaſures for ever- 
mare, $41 


Tie Wiſdom of God is infinite. He is called 
in the holy Scriptures the only wiſe : as if it 
were ſaid, © none can properly be called wile, 
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« but God.” He taketh in the whole Com- 
paſs of Things, paſt preſent and future, at one 
all- comprehending View; and knows, in every 
poſſible Circumſtance, what is the beſt and fit- 
teſt to be done. When we conſider this 
perfect Wiſdom, as ordering all Things for the 
univerſal Good for the Happineſs of every 
living Creature, according to its Nature ; not 
only 1 15 our Admiration excited, but lively Joy 
and Gratitude are awakened in every uncor- 
rupted Heart. | 


Weak and ignorant as we are; liable to vari- 
ous Errours and Misfortunes; ; ſurrounded with 
Difficulties and Dangers ; whit a comfortable 
Privilege it is, © to look up to the all-wiſe 
« Governor of the World, the all- powerful 
*« Diſpoſer of all Events!“ Wicked Men may 
lay their Snares with great ſubtlety, as well as 
Malice. But there is no Wiſdom nor Counſel 
nor Underſtanding againſt the Lord. He diſap- 
Pointethi the Devices of the crafty, ſo that their 
Hand cannot perform their Enterpriſe, He ta- 
keth the wiſe in their own Craſtineſs. It is a 
tranſporting Reflection to a good Mind, that, 
even when Things have the moſt diſaſtrous 
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Appearance, infinite Wiſdom is at the Helm, 
bf and directeth all Things, that come to paſs ;— 
| that God knows how to cauſe Good to ariſe out 
i of Evil, and Order out of Confuſion; and can 
if bring His excellent Deſigns into Effect by Me- 
\ thods tranſcending human Comprehenſion.— 
. Safely therefore may the righteous caſt all their 
5 Cares on Him. They may with Confidence 
look up to God, to direct their Path, in the moſt 
i perplexing Circumſtances. He will order all 


is Things for them in the wiſeſt and kindeſt Man- 
jt ner. He hath ſaid, I will never leave thee, nor 
} forſake thee, 

4 God is called in Scripture the holy one; and 


1 is deſcribed as being glorious in Holineſs. The 
| Lord is righteous in all His Ways (ſaith the Pſal- 
miſt) and holy in all His Works. His Work is 
perfeft. All His Ways are Judgment and Truth. 
It naturally gives us Pleaſure to behold in an 
imperfe& human Character a ſteady Love and 
i! Practice of Virtue, and a generous Abhorrence 
[ of Vice. For Sin is indeed the fouleſt Blemiſh 
ig and Deformity of our reaſonable Nature ; and 
| Holineſs its true Beauty and Glory. And ſhall 
we not admire and adore the great Original of 


9 
Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs in whom they 
are ſeen perfect and intire; and from whom 
every Excellency of all other Beings is derived. 


When we contemplate the unſpotted Glory 
of the Creator; when we conſider the perfect 
Purity of His Nature; we cannot but be ſtruck 
with an awful Reverence of ſuch a Being: 
and might fear to approach Him, even with 
the Off-rings moſt expreſſive of our Humility, 
if we had not been encouraged by the Know- 
ledge of His condeſcending Kindneſs and Pity. 
But ſo great is His Goodneſs and Mercy to- 
wards us, that He hath promiſed to receive our 
humble Petitions for all neceſſary Help. He 
is ready to further every Beginning of Virtue 
and Holineſs; and to aſſiſt with the bleſſed In-. 
fluence of His Grace“ our ſincere Endeavours 
to obſerve His Laws, and to do His Will. 


The righteous Lord loveth Righteouſneſs. His 
Countenance beholdeth the upright. The great 
End of all His Diſpenſations towards us ;—of 
the Laws, which He hath given us; and of His 
Covenant of Grace and Mercy; is, that we may 
be Partakers of His Holineſs. This is the Will of 
Luke xi. 13, 
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1 God, (ſaith St. Paul) even your Sancti fcation. 
| Therefore what a good Man ardently aſpires 
4 after, is to make a conſtant Progreſs in real 
i Holineſs of Heart and Life. And he looketh 
4 towards the heavenly State with peculiar De- 
| light, becauſe he ſhall there be free from all 


1 Defilement, and fixed for ever ee the 
Reach of Temptation. 


All created Beings are liable to change. The 
i moſt perfect, if left to themſelves, might fall 
i from their Excellency. But God is un- 
changeable. He can never become leſs power- 
ful wiſe or good. Writh Him is no Variablenefs, 
nor Shadow of turning. The Counſel of the Lord 
1 flandeth for' ever (faith the Pſalmiſt) and the 
Thoughts of His Heart unto all Generations. 
How ſolid a Foundation is this, whereon to 
build our Truft On Him alone may the 
Mind, convinced of the Inſtability and Uncer- 
tainty of all earthly Things, ſafely repoſe, and 
enjoy the trueſt Reſt. Acquaint now thyſelf 
5 with God, (ſaith Job) and be at Peace. 


Ho wonderful and awful is it to reflect, that 
the Almighty filleth Heaven and Earth, and 


* 
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every Part of the ſtupendous Univerſe, with 


His Preſence! In Him all live, and move, and 
have their Being. This Conſideration, which 
ſtrikes the Wicked with Terrour and Perplexity, 


affords the utmoſt Conſolation and Joy to the 


upright. A good Man may be baniſhed from 
his Houſe, his Friends, and his Country ; but 


he cannot be baniſhed from his God. The ut- 
_ moſt Power of his Enemies cannot deprive him 


of His gracious Communications. God; who 
2s the Strength of his Heart, ſtandeth by him in 
all Adverſities; and will convert his Sufferings 
into an Occaſion of triumphant Joy hereafter. 
He may rejoice therefore in the Midſt of Tri- 
bulation. And, as he truly fears to offend 


God, he needeth not to fear any other Power. 


— 


To conclude.—Moſt juſtly may they be 
called the Enemies of their own Peace and Joy, 
who feldom raiſe their Thoughts to God ;— 
{ſeldom or never contemplate His glorious Per- 
fections; nor conſider the Wonders, that He hath 
done for the Children of Men. That reaſon- 
able Creatures ſhould be willing to forget the 
God, who made them, and who daily poureth 
His Benefits upon them, argues a ſad Perverſe» 
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neſs and Corruption of Heart. Vet there are 
many, to whom that Deſcription may be appli- 
ed, which the Pſalmiſt gives of the wicked Man, 
that God is not in all kis'Thoughts. They live, as 
without God, in the World. As little do they 
think of Him in the general Courſe of their 
Lives, as if there were no ſuch Being. Or, if 
a Thought of God ſometimes darts into their 
0 Mind, they give it no welcome Entertainment. 
They ſay unto God, Depart from us: we deſire 
5 not the Knowledge of thy Ways. Thus they ba- 
niſh themſelves from the Fountain of Life and 
Happineſs. But the good Man will delight 
himfelf in God. The boaſted Pleaſures of 


\8 the Senſualiſt, the empty Pomp of Pride, and 
the momentary Poſſeſſion of Riches, are con- 
0 temptible indeed, when compared with the 
Hheeartfelt Satisfaction of poſſeſſing the Appro- 
bation and Friendſhip of the Almighty. We 
are not called upon to ſerve God without Re- 
ward. We are told before-hand, and ſhall al- 
ways find, that His is the moſt profitable Ser- 
„vice.“ When we contemplate on God, and 
His Perfections, it is not like the Admiration 
of ſomething great and excellent, in which we 
ourſelves have no Intereſt, For it is He, who 
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gave us Life, And from Him all our Happi- 
neſs muſt come. God hath endow'd us with 
a Capacity of difcovering, admiring, and ador- 
ing, His glorious Attributes; and even of 
imitating His Goodneſs in our Behaviour to 
our Fellow-creatures, And the Voice of natu- 
ral Reaſon, together with His revealed Word, 
conſpire to teach us, that, to fear God, and keep 
His Commandments, is the Wiſdom, Yon and 
Happineſs of Man, 


p 


BLESSED Lord, who haſt cauſed all holy 
Scriptures to be written for our Learning, grant 
that we may in ſuch wiſe hear them, read, 
mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt them, that, 
by Patience, and Comfort of thy holy Word, 
we may embrace and ever hold faſt the bleſſed 
Hope of everlaſting Life, which thou haſt given 
us in our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen, 


Rowans XV. 4. 


That we, | through 1 at Comfort of the 
Scriptures, mght have Hope. 


TE Deſign of the holy Scriptures is, 
to inſtruct us in the Knowledge of true 
Religion, and to perſuade and engage ns to 


the Practice of it. They are indeed capable 


of making us wiſe unto Salvation. But how 


ſhall this great End be anſwered, 1f we do not 


frequently and ſeriouſly peruſe them? How 
ſhall our Minds be enriched with the moſt 


important Knowledge, if we neglect the Foun- 


tain, from which it ſprings? How ſhall we 
be led to keep God's Commandments, (which 
are holy, juſt, and good,) unleſs we conſult thoſe 
ſacred Oracles, which contain the perfect Will of 
God, together with all the Motives, that ought 
to influence us, as rational Creatures, to ſtrict 
Obedience? A 


Wherever chis Mark occurs, I have borrow'd a ſhort Paſſage 


from the worthy Mr. Nelſon's Book, entitled, The Practice of 


true Deyotion,”” 


15. 

Cod, in His infinite Wiſdom and unbound- 
ed Goodneſs, hath been pleaſed to ſupply. 
Men with the Revelation of His Will. He 
inſpired the Prophets and Apoſtles; and pro- 
videntially ordained that their Writings ſhould 
be preſerved : that the Truth might remain 
more ſure, than if it had paſſed down to Poſte- 
rity by Tradition only. And, as they are the 
Manifeſtation of His Will, who in all His 
Diſpenſations intends the Happineſs of His 
Creatures, and perfectly knows by what Means 
their Happineſs may be accompliſhed, we are 
bound to conſider them as an invaluable 
Treaſure. 


The Neglect of reading the holy Scriptures, 


as it is the Cauſe of that ſhameful Ignorance, 


which is found amongſt many Chriſtians, ſo 


doth it certainly lead to that Corruptneſs of 
Principles and Practice, which prevails in the 
World. To this we muſt attribute the Growth 
of thoſe deceitful Maxims, with which the 
worldly- minded, and they, that wallow in the 
Brutiſhneſs of. Intemperance and Senſuality, 
encourage and harden themſelves. And chief. 
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Spreading of every impious, as well as every 
ſuperſtitious or enthuſiaſtic Notion. For, as 
ſoon as we forſake that Guide, which God 
hath judged neceſſary for us, we muſt inevita- 
bly go aſtray. As ſoon as we preſumptuouſly 
quit the ſacred Light of God's Word, we fall 
into a thouſand Dangers, 

Whoever is fincerely defirous of finding the 
Way, that leads to everlaſiing Life, will be 


diligent in reading the holy Scriptures. For 


therein is the Way of Life ſo plainly pointed 
out, that every well-meaning Perſon may re- 
ceive full Inſtruction in whatever is neceſſary 
for the obtaining of Salvation. And, 

relieve us from all Fear of miſtaking the Will 


of God, our Saviour expreſsly tells us, that 


he, who is willing to do his heavenly Father's 
Will, ſhall know of the Doctrine, whether it be of 
W n 


It is manifeſt to common Obſervation, that 
the Capacity of ſome Perſons is much inferior 
to that of others. Nature has not allowed the 
ſame Brightneſs of Underſtanding to all. 
But it is the pecular Character of the holy 
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147 
Seriptures, that they are ſuited to all Capaci- 
ties. Thoſe Truths and DoQrines, which are 


neceſſary to be known, are delivered in ſo 


plain and ſimple a Manner, that a Chriſtian 


of the meaneſt Underſtanding, if he has but an 


honeſt Heart, may very ſoon make himſelf 
acquainted with them. 


All Perſons have not the ſame Time and 
Opportunity of reading, Some Men's Con- 
dition of-Life lays them under a Neceſſity of 
more conſtant Attention to worldly Buſineſs 
than that of others. But, {generally fpeak- 
ing,) all Chriſtians may find Time enough for 
this Employment, if they pleaſe: much more 
indeed than they en are . to 
make Uſe . | 


If Men were more acquainted with the 


Contents of the Bible, {eſpecially the New 


Teſtament) they would be better prepared 
for edifying by the public Service of the 
Church, and for receiving uſeful Inſtruction 
and Admonition from Sermons. In ſhort, 
frequent reading of the Seri ptures is abſolutely 
neceſlary for keeping up a Senſe of Religion, 
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and a Spirit of Devotion towards God. They, 
who neglect it, will unavoidably fink into an 
Indifference and Diſreliſh of holy Things: 
which will ſoon be followed by the Neglect of 
many Duties, and a 1 Subjection to world. 
Jy Paſſions. 


Although reading the holy Scriptures is 
the moſt excellent Means of Inſtruction and 
-Edification, yet it muſt be owned that ſome 
"Perſons read them, who reap little or no 
Advantage therefrom. | But this may eafily 
be accounted for: and needs not be any Diſ- 
couragement to thoſe, who are ſincerely deſi- 
rous of improving themſelves. And one may 
reaſonably hope, that many, who come at firſt 
with a Degree of Indifference truly unworthy 
of thoſe living Waters, will in Time be affected 
with a proper Senſe of their Importanice, and 
receive more and 1 more Benefit and Comfort 
from them. | 


Is One te reap that Benefit, which God 
deſigned us, from the Uſe of the holy Scrip- 
tures, it is neceſſary that we *read with an 


+ 8 Theſſalonians iv. 16. 17, 18. | 5 
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intire Submiſſion of our judgment to what- 
ever He hath been pleaſed to reveal. “Being 
convinced that the Revelation comes from 
God, we are bound to embrace every Doctrine 
and every Precept contained therein. We 
muſt not put a forced Interpretation upon 
Scripture, for the Sake of making it agree 
with our pre- conceived Opinions; but muſt 
rectify our Notions according to the Dictates 
of that Wiſdom, which is infallible. Neither 
muſt we ſet up our favourite Inclinations in 
Oppoſition to any of the Precepts it contains: 
though we, ſhort-ſighted Mortals, comprehend 
not in ſome Inſtances the Reaſonableneſs 
thereof. Helpleſs and ignorant as we are, at 
the beſt, it ſurely becomes us to truſt in His 
| Wiſdom and Goodneſs, who is too perfect 
ever to deceive or to be deceived, 


We certainly ought to read the Scriptures 
with the greateſt Reverence, and with peculiar 
Attention. #*Some Perſons are weak enou gh 
to imagine that they do a very commendable 
Thing, when they read a great many Chapters: 
although they go through them with ſo little 
Thought and Reflection, as really to receive 
B 2 


20 . 
neither Admonition nor Inſtruction. If 
our Minds were duly impreſſed with the Idea, 
5: that it is God almighty Himſelf, who ſpeaks 
* to us in the holy Scriptures, proclaiming 
His Divine Commands, and declaring that 
the moſt magnificent and rich Reward, or the 
& moſt dreadful Puniſhment, ſhall be the Con- 
& ſequence of our Obedience or Diſobedience,” 
it is eaſy to conceive how happy an Effect 
ſuch a reverential Awe would have upon us, 
whenever we read or heard or thought of any 
Part of the ſacred Volume. —#*If an earth- 
ly Prince condeſcended to diſcourſe with us, 
we ſhould not preſume to affront his Dignity 
by a diſreſpectful Inattention. * But how much 
greater an Affront is it to the almighty Crea- 
tor, who is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
when we receive the Words of His Inſtruction 
in a careleſs and negligent Manner ! 


*We muſt read with a fincere Purpoſe of 
praiſing whatſoever we find to be the Will 
of our heavenly Father. For the holy Scrip- 
tures are not deſigned to fill our Heads witty 
vain Knowledge, but to enlarge our Minds, 
and improve our Hearts, They are calculated 
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to give us a juſt Idea of God and of ourſelves. 


They are appointed to be a Rule and Guide 


for the Conduct of our Lives. And they 
encourage us in well-doing by the gracious 
Promiſe of Divine Help and Favour in the 
preſent Life, and the Proſpect of a glorious 
and eternal Reward hereaſter. 


Two of the Apoſtles (St. Peter and St. 
James) have expreſsly told us, that God reſiſt 


eth the proud, but giveth Grace to the humble, 


The royal Pſalmiſt alſo declareth, that God 


will guide the meek in Fudgment, and teach them 


in His Way. A Temper of Meekneſs and Hu- 
mility is always a teachable Femper, Our 
bleſſed Saviour well knew that this was the 
very Soil adapted for receiving the good Seed, 


and bringing forth Fruit abundantly. There- 


fore he was perpetually endeavouring to eſtab- 
lich this Diſpoſition in his Diſciples. He 
not only exhibited in himfelf the moſt won- 


derful Pattern of Humility, but repeatedly 


called on them to obſerve and imitate his 
Example in that Particular. It was the Want 
of this Temper of Mind, that led ſo many of 
the Jews to reje& the Words of eternal Life, 
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even from the Mouth of him, who not only 
| faßte as never Man fpake, but alſo confirmed 
| the Divine. Authority, by which he taught, 
with Miracles and Signs from Heaven. — Their 
| Hearts and Minds were ſo perverſe, that, 
| hearing, they were as if they had not heard, and, 
3 feeing, as "if they had not ſeen. - But * bleſſed 
* are the Ears, which are prepared to hear; 


and the Eyes, which are open to receive the 
i 
The Scriptures abound with the moſt ex- 
| cellent Rules and Precepts for our Conduct 
in every Condition of Life, and every Circum- 
Mance, that can occur, Whoever reads them 
with a fincere Deſire to improve thereby, will 
aſſuredly find both Admonitions and Inſtruc- 
tions truly applicable to himſelf. —Theſe ſhould 
be carefully treaſured up in the Store-houſe of 
. the Mind, and made the Subject of repeated 
Meditation and Reflection. — They ſhould be 
N retained as the choiceſt Treaſure. For they 
will be found the moſt delightful Counſellors ;F 
. a preſent Help in Time of Need; a ſure Com- 
fort in Diſtreſs; a Safeguard and Protection in 
cvery Danger. Great indeed would be Fe 


+ Pſalm cxix, 24 
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Advantage of entering upon the ſeveral Em- 
ployments, and meeting the various Scenes and. 
accidental Circumſtances of Life, thus pre- 
«* pared to recolle&, as Occaſion required, 
« the heavy Threatenings denounced againſt 
t every Vice; and the rich Promiſes held out, 
to encourage Perſeverance in the Path of 
Duty to our heavenly Father.“ 5 


Laſtly We muſt pray to God for the con- 
tinual Aſſiſtance of His Grace. We muſt 
earneſtly beſeech Him to give a Bleſſing to our 
Reading : that, as the Rain cometh down and 
the Snow from Heaven, and returneth not thither, 
but watereth the Earth, and maketh it bring forth 
and bud, fo the Word, that cometh forth from the 
Mouth of God, may not return unto Him void, 
but accompliſh that, which is pleaſing to Him, 
and proſper in the Thing, whereto He ſent it. 
If we neglect to do this, we have great Reafon 
to fear that our ſinful Prejudices may inter- 
Pole, and hide from the Eyes of our Under- 
ſtanding the precious Inſtruction of God's 

Laws; or that the T en of the World 

- 34 7 

Luke xi, 1g, 2 Cor, xii. 9. James i. 5, and iv, 6, Heb, iv, 16 | 
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may overpower and choke the Seed ſown in our 
Hearts, and prevent us bringing * Fruit to 
Perfection. 


To conelude. We behold in the holy 
Scriptures a Rule of Life the moſt complete 
in every Reſpect, that the World ever ſaw : 
ſuch indeed, as would, if univerſally practiſed, 
almoſt change the Race of Men into a Society 
ef Angels upon Earth. To animate our 
Endeavours, we are preſented with many 
bright Examples of our Fellow-creatures, 
wherein we fee diſplayed at once both the 
Amiableneſs, and Practicableneſs of Virtue. 
In the Perſon of Jefus Chriſt we have a perfect 


de how beautiful is Holineſs,” and how love. 
<« ly and glorious human Nature is, when adorn- 
«ed with Goodneſs.” We are commanded 
to follow his Steps: —to imitate his Piety, 
Humility and Charity. And, that we may 
not deſpair of Succeſs, we have the Promiſe 
of Divine Aſſiſtance to forward our ſincere 
Endeavours. In ſhort, no Argument nor 
Motive 1s omitted, that could contribute to 
lead us to the ſteady Praftice of Virtue. Our 
Hopes are excited by the unſpeakable Advan- 


Example of every Virtue.— In him we ſee 
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— 
tages of the Almighty's Favour; and our Fears 
are alarmed with the dreadful Threatnings of 
that Vengeance, which none can eſcape. Such 
amazing Promiſes, and ſuch awful Threatnings, 
delivered with that majeſtic Plainneſs and Sim- 
plicity, as we find them in the holy Scriptures, 
and grounded upon the ſacred Authority of 
the great Teacher ſent from God,” can ſcarce- 
ly fail to awaken all, who read them with At- 
tention, into a juſt Senſe of the Importance of 
a virtuous Life, and the Danger of any ſinful 
Courſe, any Habit of Tranſgreſſion or Omiſſi- 
on of our Duty. A Perſon, who is duly 
converſant in the Scriptures, will there behold 
his own Picture, — the true Image of his Soul. 
He will ſee as well what he is, as what he ought 
to be; and will feel the moſt powerful Incite- 
ment to correct and amend whatever is defective 
in his Principles and Practice. As he ſtudies 
thoſe lively Oracles with devout Attention and 
Care, his Life will by Degrees become a faith- 
ful Tranſcript of what he reads. — And, keep- 
ing his heavenly Guide continually in Sight, 
he will go on with increaſing Comfort and 
Alacrity, till he arrives at the Place of eternal 7 
Reſt, eternal Hapjunefs and Glory, 


PSALM xxix. 2. 


Give the Lord the Honour due unto His Name * 
worſhip the Lord with holy Norſfip. 


1 E public Worſhip of the Almighty is 
ſo indiſpenſable a Duty on the holy Sab- 
bath, that, whoever 1 is reſolutely determined to 
neglect that, "muſt be ſuppoſed very unlikely to 
beftow much Thought upon the other Duties, 
which the Nature of this Day points out.— 


Wherefore I purpoſe to addreſs only thoſe, who 


confider themſelves as being ſtrictly obliged 
«to attend the weekly Service of the Church,” 


When we aſſemble and meet together in 
the Houſe of God, to render Thanks for the 
great Benefits we have received at His Hands, 
to ſet forth His moſt worthy Praife, to hear 


His moſt holy Word, and to pray for thoſe 


Things, which are needful both for our Souls 
and Bodies, we become inſtrumental in edify- 
ing each other by thus publicly honouring 
« the Almighty.” And every deyout Wor- 
ſhipper will receive an Impreſſion * calculated 
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te to increaſe his Veneration and Gratitude to- 
« wards his heavenly Father, and his Affection 
for His Service.” If then we are deſirous 
that this Impreſſion ſhould remain, and have 
its proper Effect, we ſhall not ſatisfy ourſelves 
with devoting only the Hours of public Wor- 
ſhip to the Remembrance of God, and paſſing 
the Remainder of the Day in thoughtleſs Indo- 


lence, or luxurious Indulgence. On the con- 


trary we ſhall dedicate the chief Part of it to 


ſuch Reflection, Reading, and devout Exerciſe. 


of the Mind, as are adapted to correct our evil 


Inclinations, and prepare us for a faithful Diſ- 


charge of all the Duties of Life. 


We come far ſhort of the gracious Deſign of 
the holy Sabbath, if, when our Bodies are at 


Reſt from their uſual Labour, when we defiſt 


from our worldly Occupations, and forbear 


tranſacting the Buſineſs of common Days, our 
Minds are ſtill employed on temporal Con- 
cerns, and our Affections engaged upon the 
Treaſures of the Earth, Diligent Reading 
of the holy Scriptures will furniſh us with better 
Thoughts. It will hold up to our View ſuch 
Things, as are well deſerving of our Attention, 
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and moſt proper to employ our Minds on this 
diſtinguiſhed Day. It will remind us of the 
noble Purpoſe, for which we are ſent into the 
World: namely, to prepare ourſelves by the 
ſteady Practice of Virtue for the Enjoyment 
of compleat and everlaſting Happineſs. I 
will make us acquainted with our God, It will 
ſhow us both the Greatneſs and the Goodneſs 
of our heavenly Father. It will teach us to 
love Him, who firft loved us; and thereby lead 
us to pay a willing Obedience to His Laws, 

and to worſhip Him in the 9 5 of a holy and 

good Liſe. 


A Habit of Self-deceit, is the greateſt of all 
Pangers. Some Perſons ( unwilling as they 
are to be deceived in temporal Matters) take 
Pains to deceive themſelves in thoſe Things, 
which are of infinitely greater Importance. 
And many, who are by no Means guilty of 
welful Self-decett, are in Danger of thinking 
much too favourably of themſelves, from the 
Neglect of a careful InſpeQion into their own 
Conduct. Many important Duties may be 
neglected, diſregarded, and in Time abſolutely 
forgotten; and many highly criminal Tranſ- 

+ Pſalm xcvi. 9. 


greſſions of God's vgs may. become habitual, 
fixed, and rooted in us, through the Neglect 
of duly calling our Ways to Remembrance, It 
is very neceſſary therefore that we ſhould fre- 
quently examine ourſelves; that we ſhould 
conſider well the Diſpoſition of our Hearts; 
review our Manner of Lite ; maturely reſolve, 
with God's Help, to reform our evil Practices: 
and faithfully endeavour to make every Part 
of our Condu& and Behaviour conformable to 
| the — Will of God, 


Wherewith (faith the Pſalmiſt) mall @ young 
Man cleanſe his Way ? Even by ruling himſelf 
after thy Word. Numerous and forcible axe 
the Admonitiens and Inſtructions of holy 
Scripture expreſsly addreſſed to young Men. 
But Youth is apt to be impatient of Control, 
and unwilling to ſubmit to any Reſtraint what- 
ever. In vain is the awful Authority of God's 
Word placed before their Eyes, when once they 
are engaged in the deceitful Ways of Sin. 
Seldom can the maſt earneſt Perſuaſion of the 
kindeſt Friend, or the judicious Admonition | 
of the wiſeſt Counſellor, prevail ſo far as to 

check the licentious-Engrmities of Vice, when 


once begun. To ſuch however, as haye 
hitherto been happily preſerved from wicked 


Trials of their Integrity may be yet to come, 
On which Account it behoves them to be very 


their future Situation or Condition in Life may 


Diſcipline and Inſtruction, they have hitherto 


great Danger that their Virtue and their Hap- 


_ peſt, that overtakes them, 
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Courſes, I would offer the needful Caution, 
„not to truſt too confidently in their own 
Strength.“ As the Apoſtle ſaith, Let him, 
that thinketh he ſtandeth, take Heed, left he fall. 
I wiſh them to be aware, that many ſharp 


diligent in laying ſuch a firm Foundation of 
religious Principles, as. ſhall enable them to 
overcome the various Temptations, to which 


expoſe them. If, by the Advantage of early 


eſcaped the Contagion of Vice, let them now 
begin to think and reflect for themſelves. Let 
them look forward to the Difficulties, which 
probably await them; and fortify themſelves 
with the powerful Defence of Chriſtian Belief 
and Hope : humbly. praying to God, that He 
would enlighten their Underſtandings, and 
ſtrengthen their Hearts. For, unleſs they are 
duly prepared againſt Temptation, there 1s 


pineſs may ſuffer Shipwreck in the farſt Tem- 
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Parents and Maſters of Families are indiſ- 
penſably bound to ſee to the regular Conduct 
and proper Behaviour of all thoſe, over whom 
they have Authority ;—to ſupply them with 
the beſt Means of Inſtruction in their Duty to 
God and to their Fellow- creatures. > —attentive- 
ly to promote their making a right Uſe of this 
holy Day ; and moſt carefully to avoid every 
Appearance of Inconhilency in their own 
Example. 


This Day, ſeparated as it is from common 
Uſes by the Appointment of God Himſelf, 
affords ſo excellent an Opportunity of attend- 
ing to our ſpiritual Concerns, (compared with 
which we well know that all worldly Conſider- 
ations are utterly inſignificant and deſpica- 
ble), that it muſt be unreaſonable in the higheſt 
Degree to forbear applying it to that unſpeak- 
ably important Purpoſe. If we will not be 
perſuaded to employ the Sabbath in that Way, 
in which the very Character of the Day itſelf, 
and the public Worſhip of God, naturally 
remind us that we ought to employ it, when 
% ſhall the neceſſary Study and Preparation 
for the proper Diſcharge of our Duty take 
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9 « Place ? ” When ſhall we find Time for it? 
| « Is it likely ever to be done?” The holy 
"4 Scripture expreſsly directs us to prepare our 
Hearts againſt Temptation. If we are too in- 
j dolent and careleſs to do this, what is to pro- 
j ttect us in the Day of Trial? What is to 
8 prevent our running headlong into the Snares 
i of Wickedneſs ? If we ſuffer the Lord's Day to 
"8 | pals without Improvement, what is to ſupport 
and guard us in the Courſe of the Week ? 
it On this Day our Saviour Chriſt was raiſed 
| from the dead, and became the firſt Fruits 
of them, that flept in the Grave. Wherefore 
on this Day no Employment of our Minds 
4 can be more ſuitable, than to contemplate 
1 * on the Life and Death and Reſurrection 
1 of Jeſus Chriſt.” He was the living and 
4 true Pattern of all Goodneſs. He gave us 
* an Example in hitnſelf; and commanded 
| us to imitate his Virtues. He died for us: 
Mp and roſe again; and (as he kimfelf declared) 
is gone before, to prepare @ Place for us. 
ul And he will come again at the End of the 
1 World; and will receive into his everlaſting 
„ Kingdom every one, who hath loved and 190 
i ed the Truth. 2 | 57-09 


1 N 
2 
Z 
. 
a 5 3 
— 
N ö > : 
" 4 Fd 
8 
* 16 | b 


1f we were once decuſtvined to einploy this 


Day agreeably to the gracious Intention of ont 
heavenly Father, —that is; for the Purpoſes of 


Inſtruttion, Edification, and Improvement, # 


we ſhould not fihd it changed (as ſome may 


| apprehend) into a Day of Dulneſs and Melan- 


choly. On the contrary, it would ſoon be- 
come the chearfulleſt, as well as the moſt 


intereſting of all Days. The vety pivat Ad- 
vantages ariſing from a prudent and laudable 27 
Application of it to its proper Uſes would not 
only enliven the Day itſelf, but its kindly 
Influence on the whole of bur Time would be 
 produQtive of a Satisfaction far exbecding all 
others: the Satisfaction of living as it becomes 
rational Creatures to live, and of conducting 


durſelves ſuitably to our high and glorious 
Deſtination: being created i in the Image of God, 
and made. to be immortal, - 


Our AﬀeBions being + too 1 fot upon 5 
earthly Treaſures, i is the chief Cauſe of Life 
being ſpent fo unprofitably, a 10 ann 19985 


is indeed by many. The Piopet Etaploy- 5 
ment of the Sabbath would Preben this in- 
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glorious Ae to the periſhable Thing 
of this World, by exalting- our Views, 
making thoſe Things, which are of infinitely 


greater, Importance, familiar to our Minds. 


Surely the firm and ſettled Apprehenſion that 
we axe deſigned to: live with Cod ſor ever in a 
State of unſpeakable Happineſs and Glory, 
cannot long be preſent to our Minds, without 
exciting in us an ardent Deſire to obtain that 


End, and a vigorous Reſolution fa ſtrive for 


fuch:a Prize. And, when once we are heartily 
engaged in this Purſuit,” the Temptations 


of the World will not eaſily ſeduce us from it. 


For. * no other Prudence nor Care can ſo effec- 
« tually guard us, as the being actually em- 
« ployed in the Performance of our Duty.” + 


"Fs 
FROM A SERMON ON PRAYER 


| fs BY THE Av. s. BOURN,. | = 


Ti is ; not 8 the Dug, but the Deiche . 4 
1 good Man, to pray to his heayenly, Father, . 
But it cannot be either the Delight or, the 
Duly of him, who 3 is reſolutely determined to 


, 


4 4 


petfit"in | Wickedhels, 4 Ter un fuch a a Caſe to 
pretend t to pray to God would be no better than 
hardened Preſumption and moſt inſolent Mock- 
ery. The Prayer of the wicked (ſaith Solomon) 
isan 4 bomination to the Lord. —The more a bad 
Man pretends | to be religious, he is only the | 
more audacipus and incorrigible Hypocrite.. 3 
Al wicked Perſons ſhould conſider themſelves | 
as being excluded from the Preſence of the 
Deity, and forbidden to offer up either Prayers | 
or Praiſes, $0 long as they, continue impenitent. 
But, if; any one, who hath lived i. in a Courſe of. 
Sin, is awakened t to a proper“ Senſe of his „ 
and Guilt, and ſincerely. repents if he 1 is will- 4 
ing to ftrive and labour to, ſubdue his vicious 
Habits, and to undo, as much as poſſible, the 
Evil, which he hath done; he may then addreſs ; 
the infinite Majeſty of the. God of Heayen with 
reaſonable Hopes of Acceptance ; : and will 
ſoon experience the Comfort and Satisfaction 
9 15 from Uncere and humble Prayer. 4) i 
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When we er dur e "Ads, 
furrounded as we are with innumerable Dan: 55 
gers, liable to Errors Faults Misfortunes and 5 
every Kind of Evil, 107 e a Reon 
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ought. we to eſteem it, that we are permitted i to 
apply for Help from above! If then a Crea- 
ture ſtubbornly refuſes to pay Homage to his 5 
Creator; if a dependent Being i is too proud to 
achnowltdge his Dependence ; : if a weak and 
indigent Subject is unwilling to aſk for Protec- 
tion and Support from an all-powerful wiſe and 
good Sovereign, who, i is ſo condeſcending kind 
and gracious, as to call himſelf our Father; if 


4 Sinner will not ſubmit to entreat Forgiveneſs 


from that almighty Being, whoſe Authority he 


hath difowned whole Wiſdom Goodneſs and 


Mercy he hath deſpiſed and inſulted;—are not 
all theſe Suppoſitions ſo many glaring Incon- 


ſiſtencies, and Contradictions to our reaſonable 


| Nature "St We know not what ſhall be on 


the Morrow hat a Day or an Hour may 
bring forth. We know not what Dangers or 
Difficulties are waiting to meet us; — what Af- 
fligions and Trials 1 weare ſoon to paſs through. 
And we are certain, after a few revolving 
Years, to quit this earthly Habitation, and paſs 
Into another State, which ſhall laſt for ever. 
Then, if we really believe that there i is a ſu- 
preme Governor, who hath not only the Power 
but the Will alſo, to make us, ſafe and . 


* 


both i. in Nas World. and in 1 that, which 5 is 0 to 
come; ; who actually bath aA us t 
pray to Him for the Suppß of all our Vas 
what Perverfebefs and Ing 2 0 mult j it im- 
ply, if Wwe refuſe to make ps AY to that | 
gracious Being! 0 come, tet, 1 worſhip and 
fall down, (Bath the Pfalmilt) and Intel before 
_ the Lord our Maker. For He 18 the "Lord our 
God ; and we are the People of His Paſture, 
and the Sheep of His Hand. From Him alone 
all Strength Support and Comfort and every 
good Gift 1 come. 


* 


The more we Ta fincere and 
—_ Prayer, the more will our Minds be 
familiariſed to a ſteady Apprehenſion of God's * 
providentist Care, and confirmed 1 in a rational 
and -moſt happy Truſt i in Him. Being habi- 
tuated to the Contemplation of that amazing 
Power, which actuates univerſal. N ature, and | 
ſuſtaineth every Creature, that exiſts, we. mall 
learn to fix our Dependence on God alone, 
and * to know no o other Fear, but that of of- 
* fending Him.“ Whinſt we keep in View 
the TIER Coodaths of the Almighty ; 
that diffaſive Bounty, which enriches all * 5 : 
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kind with ngen, Gifts and Bleſſings 7 
when we conſider alſo, the invaluable Offers 
of Divine Grace, and Mercy i in the Goſpel of 
Jeſus 7 and thoſe unſpeakably glorious 


Effects o f the Creator's Goodnels, which we 
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may obtain the everlaſting Enjoyment of ; ; we 
Thall be prepared to. caſt. all our Care on God 4 


iſ rev 


and ſhall be in the Way to experience (ven 


in the preſent Life) that Peace * God, wh 8 
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paſſeth 200 eee 3 
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60D, who. haſt prepared for them, * * 
love thee, ſuch good. Things, as even. 
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ſurpaſs Man's Underſtanding, pour, into our 
Hearts ſuch Gratitude towards thee, | that, love. 
ing thee aboye all Things, we may obtain thy, 
1 1 e 3 Je Ki s Nn | 
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3 LESSED. mt l * ma cauſed all holy. 
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) Scriptures to be written for, gur Learning, 
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| grant that we. may, in ſuch. ie bear them, 
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— 
read, mark, learn, and iwafdly digeſt chem, 

that by Patience, and Comfort of thy holy 
Word, we may embrace and ever hold faſt the 
bleſſed Hope of everlaſting Life, which thou 
haſt given us in our Saviour . Chriſt. 
N Oi 3563) en 4 © een nua 
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4 0) GOD; the Ernie and Profiiver of all 
Mankind, we humbly beſeech thee for 
all Sorts and Conditions of Men, that thou 
- wouldeft be pleaſed to make thy Ways known: 
unto them, thy ſaving Health unto all Nations. 
More eſpecially we pray for the good Eſtate of 
the catholic Church: that it may be ſo guided 
and governed by thy gobd Spirit, that all, Who 
profeſs and call themſelves: Chriſtians, may be 
led into the Way of Truth, and hold the Faitn 
in Unity of Spirit, in the Bond of Peace, and 
in Righteouſneſs of Life.. Finally we com- 
mend to thy fatherly Goodneſs all thoſe, who' 
are any Ways afflicted or diſtreſſed in Mind 
Body or Eſtate: that it may pleaſe thee to 
comfort and relieve them, according to their 
ſeveral. Neceſlities; giving them Patience un- 
der their Sufferings, and a'happy: Iffue out of 
all their Afflictions. And this we "peg! for 
Jeſus rite 5 Sake. Amen. „ 
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\LMIGHTY God, who alone canſt oder 
the unruly Wills and Affections of finful 


Men, grant to us, we beſeech thee, the Affiſt- 
ance oi thy holy Spirit, that we may ſubdue 


all our corrupt Inclinations, and utterly aban- 


don every evil Way. Give us Grace to purify 


our Hearts from all inordinate Deſires; from 
ſenſual Paſhons ; from Envy Hatred and Ma- 


| lice; from Falſhood and Injuſtice; from Pride 


and Diſcontent. Preſerve us from the Dan- 


gers of an indolent Mind; from the Waſte of 


precious Time; from all Ingratitude, Selfiſh 
neſs and Inbumanty. Grant that all our 


Thoughts and Deſigns, | and the whole Tenour 


of our Conduct, may be more and more con- 


 formable to thy bleſſed Will: that we may 
honour and obey thee, O heavenly Father, as 


we ought to do; and may finally obtain thy h 


glorious Rewards, thrangh Jus: el iſt © 
Ae Amen. 


Aeury = 4 e Cod, give 
unto us the Increaſe of Faith: Hope and 
Charity: and, that we may obtain thy heavenly! 
| Promiſes, make us to love all thy Command - 


\ 


| 
— 

0 \ UR Father; which art in Heaven, ko 
ed be thy Name. Thy winnen come. 
Thy Will be done an Earth, as it is in Hea- 
ven. Give us this Day dur daily Bread. And 
forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them, 
that treſpaſs againſt us. And lead us not into 
Temptation, but deliver us from Evil. For 
thine is the Kingdom, and the aeg and any 

Ou for ever 985 ever. en 


- EVENING PRAYERS. 


Abneurre God, give us 7 5 — 7 1 we 
may caſt away the Works of Darkneſs, 
and walk by the bleſſed Light of the Goſpel of 
thy Son: that, in the laſt Day, when he ſhall 
come again 1n his glorious Majeſty, to judge 
both the quick and the dead, we may. be crown- 
ed with the Joyful Sentence of Approbation. 
and be received into his everlaſting Kingdom. 


Grant this, 0 Lord, for Jeſus Chriſt' 5 Makes 
Amen. ” Tor | 1 


Alder ng God, | merciflly 

look upon our Infirmities; andi in all our 
Dangers and Neceſſities ſtretch forth thy Hand. 
to help and defend us, through * Chriſt rl 


our Lord, Amen, 


Op of all Power and Might, whoartthe 
Author and Giver of all good Things, 


graft in our Hearts the Love of thy Name; 


Increaſe, intus true Reli gion ; nouriſh us with 
all Goodneſs: and of thy great Mercy keep 
us in the _ A 3 eſus Chriſt our Lord. 
| Acne IG 1 | nischer 


i mY CI; of ? 


Almighty. God, our l F es we 
humbly adore thee-asthe Maker and Gov- 


ernor of the World, the Author of our Being, 


fe 


fo ts and Bleſſings v we experience in the preſent 
tt; and much more for the glorious Prof- 5 
pet of immortal Happineſs i in the Life here - 
after. "Af ſt us with thy Grace, 10. Lord, 
that we may become daily more. and more obe- 
dient to thy holy Will. | Incline our Hearts t to 

all good Ways. Grant that we may be ſtrictly 8 g 
true and juſt in all our Dealings; humane, 
compaſſionate, and kind to all Creatures; 
faithful and diligent in the Diſcharge of Vall 


the Preſerver of our Lives, and the Giver of 
every good, Thing, We bleſs thee for thy 


— 


the Duties of that Condition, in which thou 
laſt ſeen a to Place us, Aſſiſt us in railing 


7 maw FN. 518.4 2 
ö 
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our AﬀeQions above de -vain-Treaſures of the 
World, | Give us true Wiſdom; hat we may 
be fully reſigned. to thy righteous Diſpenſa · 
tions, and by the Exerciſe of Patience and 
Humility r may prepare ourſelyes for that evers, 
laſting State of Happineſs, for. which we were. 
created. Accept, our Prayers, 70 merciful 
F ather, for Jeſus Cane e ehen. 8 
40 ata a: A 11 

\"LnriGarty © God, unto — — all Hearts. 
. are open, all Deſires known, and from. 


N 4D 


- 
*% 
94 


whom no Secrets 85 hid, cleanſe the Thoughts, 


. * Bs 


5 our | Hearts 2 br he pee, of thy holy 


W SN thee, and, 


Jeſus hut. our Lox _ Amen, PTY 


n , 8 5 „ o 
e PUT” 23 %G* 15:3. . 
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O R Father, which art art in n Heaven, elle | 
| ed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy Will be done on Earth, as it is in Heaven. 9 
Give 1 us each Day. our daily Bread. And for- ; 
give us our Treſpaſles, as we forgive them, that. 
treſpaſs. againſt | us. And lead us not into 
Temptation: but deliver us from Evil. For 
thine i is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the 


| Glory, for ever and ever. | Amen, . SN 
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A x PRAYER FOR SUNDAY x MORNING, 


Iienry © God our as Father, 
X to whoſe Honour To Day of holy Reſt 
18 dedicated, give. us Grace, we beſeech, thee, 
fo to obſerve and keep it, that it may be to us 
the Beginning of a happy Week ſpent in thy 
Service. Mercifully grant that our public 
| Antendanes in thy Houſe of Prayer may be the 
Means of confirming ourlelyes in holy Purpo- 
ſes and virtuous Refolutions, a as well as inſttu- 
mental to the Edifying of others: fo that the 

Uprightnefs of our. Conduct and Behaviour 


may prove the Sincerity of our Profeſſions; 


and we may * ſhew forth thy Praiſe, not only 
with our Lips, but 1 in our Lives.” Teach 
us to conſider duly, that this World i is not our 
proper Home. And kindly prompt us to make no 
: Delay of preparing ourſelves for the everlaſting 
Life, which is to come. Aſſift us with thy 
| Grace, 0 Lord, that we may ſo diligently ; 
Ls apply ourſelves to the Performance of every 
Duty, that, when we are fammoned to the great 
Day of Account, we may appear before our 
5 Idee v without Diſmay and Terror chat we 
Jeſus Chrift; Sik may be ads into his glo- 5 
rious Kingdom. t lire with him for « ever. Amen. 


, 


P 


45 

LESSED Lord, ha baſt cauſed at 1 koly 

' Scriptures to be written for our Learning, 
grant that we may. inſuch-wiſe hear them, read, 
mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt them, that by 
we may embrace and ever hold faſt the bleſſed 
Hope of everlaſting Life, which thou haſt given 
us in our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 


4 N 
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. Admonition. BO 


7 HEN we pray: to ; Men for His 
'Y Bleffing' and Protection, for the For- 


giveneſs of our Sins, and the merciful Gui- 


dance of His holy Spirit, it is indiſpenſably 


requiſite that our Manner and Deportment 


ſhould be in all 1 expreſſive of the 
greateſt Humility, If our private Devo- 
tions are performed with fuck Thoughtfulmeſs 
and deep Attention, as are ſuitable to the 
high Importance and unfpeakable Value of 
thoſe Mercies and Bleſſings, for which we are 
encouraged to pray to our heavenly Father, 
we not _ hard. the comfortable "Oey that BO 


- 


our Prayers il be ace, but alſo exp. 
Tience an Impreſſion upon « our Minds, 5 
to produce 105 happy Influence on our Con. 
duct. And, when we Unite with our Fellow. 
chriſtians in the public Affembly, to praiſe 
God for His infinite Goodneſs, to acknow- 
ledge our Unworthineſs of His moſt boutitiful 
Kindneſs, and to pray for. His merciful Gui- 
dance and Protection both for ourſelves and 
for each other, do we not defire to promote a . 
general Spirit of Religion, and.to be inſtru- 
mental to our Neighbour's Edification ? | 
But, if we go through our private Doki, 
with almoſt the ſame Unteelingneſs and Want 
of T hought, as if we were quite indifferent 
about the Event of our Prayers, we ſhall be 
more likely to offend the Almighty, than to 
obtain His Help and Favour. - And, if, the 
Manner of our public Morſhip be ſo defec- 
tive, as to carry the Appearance rather of 
wilful Diſreſpect and Profaneneſs, than ,of 
any ſincere Defire to honour, God in the 
Sight of each other; then, inſtead of. aka 
5 Edification,,it will be apt to produce a con- 
trary; Effect, and. to encpnggs! Levity, and 
eee Rot. Gantem h- 41.1 36: The 


; * 


Bünde Poſture. of e is e 
noticed in Scripture, as a proper Token of - 
Humility, when we pray to God. In pri- 
vate Prayer, and in Family Prayer, that 
becoming Poſture is (1 believe) very ſeldom 
neglected. But in the public Church, where 
the ſtricteſt Attention ſhould certainly be 
paid to a reverent and truly humble Demea- 
nour, it is the conſtant Practice of many 
Perſons to offer up the moſt ſerious Acknow- 
ledgements of their Unworthineſs of God 
almighty's Favour, arid. the moſt earneſt Pe- 
titions for His Mercy and Forgiveneſs, in a 
Poſture more expreſſive of careleſs Indolence 
or wilful Indifference, than of Reverence and 
Humiliation. There is ſo much Ta. 
conſiſtency and Preſumption in chis Behaviour, 
as cannot but offend and diſtreſs every thou ght- 
ful Chriſtian. - And the conſcientious muſt feel 
| themſelyes in ſome Degree 1 8 to mor 2 
ſerious Diſapprobation, £1 
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